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SUBJECT: EC STATEMENT CONCERNING SPECIAL PROCECDURES FOR 
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THE GATT SECRETARIAT HAS ISSUED AS MTN/TAR/W/17, DATED 
23 MARCH 1976, THE STATEMENT MADE BY THE EC DELEGATION AT 
THE TARIFFS GROUP MEETING CONCERNING SPECIAL PROCEDURES 
FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. THE TEXT FOLLOWS: 
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THE COMMUNITY HAS CONSIDERED THE PROPOSALS OR SUGGESTIONS ALREADY 
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MADE IN THE GROUP "TARIFFS" WITH A VIEW TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN DEVELOPING AND DE- 
VELOPED COUNTRIES, AS WELL AS THE INITIAL REACTIONS TO THESE 
PROPOSALS. 

A NUMBER OF POSITIVE ELEMENTS HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED INTO THIS 
DISCUSSION. FURTHERMORE, IT SEEMS TO US THAT THE HESITATIONS 
ELICITED BY THE VARIOUS PROPOSALS ARE PERFECTLY COMPREHENSIBLE. 

AT THE PRESENT STAGE OF OUR DELIBERATIONS, IT SEEMS INDEED 
DIFFICULT TO SET UP, IN ALL ITS DETAILS, A CERTAIN TYPE OF SPECIAL 
PROCEDURE FOR THE NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES, WHILE SO MUCH REMAINS UNKNOWN REGARDING MANY ASPECTS OF TH 
E 

TARIFF NEGOTIATING PLAN, INCLUDING THE TECHNIQUE FOR TARIFF 
CUTTING, THE STAGING OF TARIFF CUTS, EXCEPTIONS, ETC. 

NEVERTHELESS WE FEEL THAT WE MIGHT USEFULLY, IN A PRAGMATIC WAY, 
UNDERTAKE OUR WORK IN THIS FIELD, IN PARALLEL WITH THE GRADUAL 
ELABORATION OF GENERAL PROCEDURES AND RULES FOR NEGOTIATIONS ON 
TARIFFS. 

FOR THIS REASON, THE COMMUNITY OFFERS THE FOLLOWING SUGGESTIONS 
TO THE GROUP. THESE SUGGESTIONS, OF COURSE, RELATE TO PRODCUTS 
OTHER THAN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS, INASMUCH AS THE GROUP ZAGRICUL- 
TURE" IS DEALING WITH THE PROCEDURES APPLICABLE TO AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS. 

1 . IN THE FIRST PLACE, WE MIGHT AGREE ON THE PRINCIPLES OF 
MEASURES TENDING TO ENSURE SPECIAL AND MORE FAVOURABLE TREATMENT 
FOR IMPORTS ORIGINATING IN THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. A NUMBER OF 
THESE MEASURES HAVE ALREADY BEEN REFEREED TO BY MANY DELEGATION, 
INCLUDING OUR OWN, IN THE COURSE OF EARLIER DISCUSSIONS WITHIN 
THIS GROUP. FOR OUR PART. WE MIGHT. ACCORDING TO CIRCUMSTANCES, 

CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING MEASURES: 

(A) VARYING THE EXTENT OF THE REDUCTION (MOST-FAVOURED-NATION 
TARIFF CUTS DEEPER OR LESS DEEP THAN THOSE RESULTING FROM THE 
GENERAL FORMULA); 

(B) MAINTENANCE OF THE PREFERENTIAL MARGINS UNDER THE GENERALIZED 
SYSTEM OF PREFERENCES THROUGH THE EXCLUSION OF A LIMITED NUMBER 
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OF PRODUCTS FROM THE GENERAL FORMULA; 

(C) MEASURES FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE GENERALIZED SYSTEM OF 
PREFERENCES; 

(D) OPENING OF NEW TARIFF SUB-HEADINGS; 

(E) VARYING THE STAGING OF THE TARIFF CUTS: EITHER ADVANCE IM- 
PLEMENTATION ACCORDING TO MODALITIES TO BE SPECIFIED, OR IM 
PLEMENTATPON STAGGERED OVER A CERTAIN PERIOD, WITH THE OBJECT 
OF MAINTAINING A CERTAIN PREFERENTIAL MARGIN FOR A LONGER PERIOD. 
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2. THESE SPECIAL MEASURES ARE NOT, OF COURSE, ALL CAPABLE OF 
BEING APPLIED SIMULTANEOUSLY TO THE SAME PRODUCTS. FOR EXAMPLE, 

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE AT ONE AND THE SAME TIME TO ATTEMPT TO MAINTAIN 
A CERTAIN PREFERENTIAL MARGIN AND PROCEED TO MOST- 
FAVOURED-NATION TARIFF CUTS THAT WOULD BE DEEPER THAN THE GENERAL 
FORMULA. IN ADDITION, THEY MIGHT ALSO NOT BE APPLICABLE TO THE 
ENTIRETY OF THE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS BUT MIGHT BE CONCENTRATED 

ON CERTAIN PRODUCTS OF EXPORT INTEREST TO THE DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES. IN OTHER WORDS, ONE WOULD HAVE TO CHOOSE THE MEASURE OR 
MEASURES THAT WOULD BE MOST APPROPRIATE TO THE PRODUCTS IN 
QUESTION. 

ACCORDINGLY. WHAT IS NEEDED IS A LIST OF PRODUCTS OF INTEREST TO 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. IN THIS RESPECT VARIOUS METHODS HAVE BEEN 
CONSIDERED, BUT THE ONE WHICH TO OUR MIND IS THE BEST SUITABLE, 

IN THAT IT MAKES IT POSSIBLE TO OBTAIN A LIST OF SUCH PRODUCTS VERY 
QUICKLY, WOULD BE TO MAKE A SELECTION ON THE BASIS OF OBJECTIVE 
CRITERIA, SUCH AS THE SHARE ACCOUNTED FOR BY THE DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES IN THE TOTAL IMPORTS OF THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES. WE 
THINK THE SECRETARIAT PROBABLY 

POSSESSES A GOOD DEAL OF STATISTICAL DATA MAKING IT POSSIBLE TO 
IDENTIFY SUCH PRODUCTS PRODUCTS, BOTH AS REGARDS THE DEVELOPED 
AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AS A WHOLE AND AS REGARDS THE INDIVIDUAL 
SUPPLYING OR IMPORTING COUNTRIES. 

WE HAVE NO PRECONCEIVZD NOTION WITH REGARD TO THE SELECTION 
CRITERIA TO BE ADOPTED, BUT IT SEEMS TO US THAT SUCH AN APPROACH 
DESERVES DISCUSSION, AND WE WOULD BE HAPPY TO HEAR THE REACTIONS OF 
THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. 

IT WOULD, IF COURSE, BE POSSIBLE AT A LATER STAGE TO ADD OTHER 
PRODUCTS TO THE LIST ON THE BASIS OF ADDITIONAL INFORMATION THAT 
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MIGHT BE PROVIDED BY INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. 

3. THE TWO POINTS WE HAVE JUST MENTIONED WOULD MAKE IT POSSIBLE 
FOR US TO INITIATE A SPECIAL PROCEDURE FORTHWITH, IN CONFORMITY 
WITH THE TOKYO DECLARATION. THE ADVANTAGES OF SUCH A PROCEDURE 
WOULD BE: 

- IT WOULD DEFINE THE SPECIAL MEASURES ALREADY NOW, WHICH WOULD 
MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO ESTABLISH A CERTAIN PARALLES WITH THE WORK 
PROCEEDING ON THE GENERAL FORMULA; 

- IT WOULD SPEED UP, AT THE APPROPRIATE TIME, THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF SPECIAL MEASURES IN FAVOUR OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. 

END TEXT WALKKER UNQTE KISSINGER 
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